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Notes on Proto-Mansi word-final vocalism

1. Introduction

The history of the Mansi vocalism has been a subject of research already for more than
a century. However, all three monographs published on the topic thus far (Hazay 1907,
Kannisto 1919, Steinitz 1955) only treat first-syllable vocalism. Slightly more detail is
found in Honti (1982 = GOV), who presents full Proto-Mansi (PM:s) reconstructions
in his comparative Ob-Ugric lexicon, but he still gives no overview of either the PMs
second-syllable vocalism, its development from Proto-Ob-Ugric, or its development
into the attested Mansi varieties. In this paper I attempt to take a first step towards this
goal, focusing on word-final vowels in nominal stems.

As research material, the 724 Proto-Mansi reconstructions and 105 additional
etymological cognate sets presented in GOV would seem to cover the bulk of the old
inherited vocabulary of Mansi, and they provide a relatively comprehensive basis for
probing the historical development of the Mansi varieties. To this could be still added
a number of words of old Uralic heritage not covered by Honti due to the absence of
cognates in Khanty (e.g. the reflexes of Proto-Uralic *kojwa ‘birch’, *lima ‘broth’, *weta
‘water’). Such examples are however not numerous, and they do not seem to change
the emerging big picture. Substantially more additional data can be found in the Mansi
dialect dictionaries based on the collections of Munkdcsi and Kannisto, but their analy-
sis would first require further etymological work; they certainly contain much newer
vocabulary from various other sources (e.g. Russian, Tatar, Komi, Khanty) that cannot
be assumed to represent a common inheritance among the Mansi varieties. It may suf-
fice to note that many of the developments discussed below have parallels even among
the Russian loanwords in Mansi (cf. Kdlmdn 1956).

I will often additionally refer to “Old Mansi”, i.e. data from the manuscript
records of Mansi dating from the late r7th to the early 19th centuries. Any additional
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data of this type could in principle turn out to either agree with or to disprove most
new proposals I will advance. The ultimately unpublished manuscript Altwogulische
Dialekte by Jinos Gulya, cited by Honti (1982), has unfortunately not been available
for my consultation.

2. Known results

2.1.  Final vowels in modern Mansi

Two straightforwardly reconstructible groups of word-final vowels in PMs have been
recently treated explicitly by Riese (2001: 56-59, 120-125). The first group is recon-
structed by him and also already by Honti (1982) as ending in PMs open *-Z or *-4.
According to Riese, a word-final vowel would remain in all Mansi varieties: Southern
vowel-harmonic -@/-4, Western and Northern -, Eastern -». This is indeed the typical

set of reflexes (Table 1).

South East West North | Proto-Mansi (GOV) gloss

tola KUztl> | Ptula | So.tula *tild (#116) ‘ring (on finger)’
paska | KU pasys | P passa | So. passa *pisyd (#546) ‘mitten’
wanka | KU woyys P wopka | So.wiygya *wanka (#697) ‘pit’

Table 1. Examples of the default development of PMs *-2'

Occasionally also full loss of the vowel appears to take place in some varieties of Central
Mansi = Eastern + Western (Table 2). The evidence of Southern and Northern Mansi
and retained final vowels in other Central Mansi varieties still point to development
from the same PMs stem type. The development seems to be common, though not
completely regular, particularly following a consonant cluster ending in a nasal.>

The second group of PMs final vowels which Riese and Honti (1982) recon-
struct are stems ending in PMs close *- or *-7 (Table 3). These show more attrition. The
final vowel is regularly retained as Southern vowel-harmonic -¢/-7, Northern -7, but lost
in Western and Eastern. Honti (1999: 28) has furthermore suggested that *-57 be recon-
structed for this group instead.

1. The conventional abbreviations of the Mansi dialects can be found at the end of the article. In most cases I limit
myself to citing one representative dialect form per each of the four main groups of the Mansi varieties (Southern,
Eastern, Western and Northern).

2. The cluster itself is often further broken apart by epenthetic 5.
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South East West North | Proto-Mansi (GOV) gloss
- | KU dsmoa, Ky o >
asma. | o VS asom So. osma dsmda (#69) pillow
mdrnd | KU mirna P marn - *marnd (#411) ‘roe’
-\ KUndrma| P nrarom So. norma *ndrma (#439) ‘stall’
. P VS 7 ) *, = I < 5]
- KU pdiyna VN L[f;g';m So. poyna ‘paynd (#492) tree trunk
B _ . _ . oy ‘a type of
KM zsam P wusma So. #sma witsma (#660) fishtrap’

Table 2. Examples of loss of PMs *-3, *-7 after nasals in Central Mansi

South East West North | Proto-Mansi (GOV) gloss
kale KU yol P kol So. yili *kali (#243) ‘food for travel’
nole | KU zol P rul So. riuli *rili (#457) ‘Siberian fir’
kipli | KU kéepal | LU képal | So. kempli | *kimpli (#272) ‘seam’
mdndi | KUmins | Pmans | So. mansi *mandi (#398) ‘Mansi’

Table 3. Examples of PMs *-7, *-7

In the context of word-final vowels in Mansi, also the PMs bisyllabic consonant stems
ending in *-2y should be noted (cf. Table 4, Honti 1999: 3234, Riese 2001: 69). These
are the source of word-final close vowels in varieties of Central Mansi: Eastern -z,
Vagilsk and Lozva (Western) -7. Southern Mansi shows a difterent path of vocalization,
transcribed in the Mansi records of Artturi Kannisto as half-long -0, while Northern
Mansi and the Pelym dialect of Western Mansi clearly retain the original consonant
stem as -7y. It has also been proposed that the corresponding word-final phonetic
vowels in other varieties would still remain consonant stems phonologically. Southern
-0 has been analyzed already by Steinitz (195s: 54) as a realization of underlying /-ow/,
and further by Honti (1975: 13) as /-ow/. Eastern and Western -7, -7 is similarly analyzed
by Honti (1999: 32-33) as a realization of underlying /-3j/. On this latter point, one can
add to Honti’s arguments also the fact that in Eastern Mansi, long [i] is otherwise not
securely established as a phoneme, and in stressed syllables it might be interpretable as
an allophone of /&/ (Kulonen 2007: 19). It further bears noting that Honti’s analysis
of Proto-Mansi *[i] as */oj/ and Central Mansi [i], [i] as /5j/ are independent from
each other, as they have no etymological connection: loss of earlier *-7 must precede the
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vocalization of *-2y to new -7, -7. Per the Northern and Pelym evidence, diachronically
the latter has probably also proceeded through -7y, with no phonetic [5j] stage occur-
ring at any point.

South | East | West,other Pelym North 'PMs(GOV) gloss
erow | KUéri | VNVSjéeri | jeriy | So.eériy | *iray (#60) ‘song’
soow |KMsdsi, LU sos7 $osiy | So. sosiy | *Sosay (#112) ‘currant’

‘northern pintail’

TJ kiirtow KU kirti. LU LM kirti | kirtiy |LO kirtiy *kirtay (#330) (Anas acuta)

Sinow | KU séni| VN VSS$eni | séniy  So.séniy *sinoy (#596)|  ‘polypore’
tirow | KU tiri VSLU LM tiri| tiriy | So.tariy *tirsy (#648) ‘pine’

Table 4. Examples of PMs *-2p

2.2. Final vowels in Old Mansi

A third, much less obvious type of original PMs word-final vowels has also been iden-
tified. As first discussed in detail by Gulya (1960), some of the 18th-century Old Mansi
records show word-final vowels in many more words than the records from the mid-
19th century on (cf. Table 5). Yet already some other Old Mansi records show some loss
of these, and their loss is complete by the time of the first systematic Mansi field records
of e.g. Reguly, Ahlqvist and Munkdcsi. As this innovation covers all varieties of Mansi,
earlier scholars were not able to distinguish these words from typical monosyllabic con-
sonant stems. Honti (1982) takes no stance on the reconstruction of this group and
only writes an indistinct PMs *-3 (he also appears to neglect some of Gulya’s data).
I'will adopt here the more specific notation of Zhivlov (2006), who reconstructs *-2.

Old Mansi | South East West | North | PMs (GOV) gloss

Kg. soama wat KUwot | Pwor | So.wit | *wats (#724) ‘wind’

VTur.uema | lem | KUlam | Plém | So.lam | *lima(#167) | ‘bird cherry’

VTur. mopa - KUztr | Ptar | So.tar | *tiars(#158) ‘lake’
., KU mdn, =, Iy ‘daughter-
Pel. manus Mk M mdin Pman | So.mdn | *mdtia (#428) io-Taw’
Kg. mapa tdr KU#zr | Por | So.tar | *tars(#1ss) ‘root’

Table 5. Examples of PMs *>-stems evidenced by Old Mansi data
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While the known direct evidence is therefore limited to the Old Mansi records, it has
subsequently been shown that more recent Central Mansi varieties still reveal indirect
evidence of the PMs *s-stems. This dialect group shows twofold reflexes of most PMs
first-syllable vowels: generally long vowels in open syllables, short vowels in closed sylla-
bles, while the original PMs vowel length contrasts are mostly reflected as various qual-
ity contrasts. The split of PMs open front *4 > *j and *7 into short and long variants is
particularly noteworthy, as this allows simplifying the reconstruction of the PMs non-
close front vowel system proposed by Steinitz (1955). Steinitz’s short *4 can be rather
identified as instances of *4 secondarily shortened in Central Mansi, while his long *¢
can be rather identified as instances of his *¢ secondarily lengthened in Central Mansi.
Honti (1980: 178) further realigns the latter phoneme as a “new” open *4.

The role of the recent common Mansi apocope in this split does not seem to
have been realized until recently. For example, Honti (1984: 49) clearly states the gener-
al syllable-closure conditioning of the development of vowel length in Central Mansi,
but he still attributes the phonemicization of the contrast to analogical generalization.
Zhivlov (2006: 79-8s) however demonstrates that long-vowel reflexes are regularly
found in words reflecting PMs *CVCo, and he proposes that these long vowels would
have first arisen regularly in the original open syllable, later phonemicized after the loss
of *-5. This convincing argument then further allows reconstructing PMs *-» also in
certain cases where Old Mansi records are lacking. In nominals of the shape CVC in
modern Mansi, short vowels in Central Mansi indicate PMs *CVC, while consistent
long vowels indicate PMs *CVCa (Table 6). Honti (1982) does not yet recognize the
need to reconstruct a lost word-final *2 in such cases, and he gives instead shorter recon-

*% /-

structions such as **mat, **#ir, **kir and **t4l.

South East West North | Proto-Mansi (GOV) | gloss
mat | KUKM KO mot| PVN LU mor |So. mit *mata (#376) ‘other’

- |KUKMKO #er | PVN VS LU #eér | So. ser *1hiro (#447) ‘foam’
KU yar, PVNVSLULM

kar KM KO kér ker So. yar *kira (#319) ‘male’
1l KUKMKO#l | T ‘i%gfﬂ’ So.tal | *tils(#635) | ‘winter’

Table 6. Examples of PMs *s-stems reconstructed by Zhivlov (2006)



254 JUHO PYSTYNEN

3. New results

3.1. Proto-Mansi *CVkCas

As discussed above in Section 2.2, vowel lengthening in Central Mansi provides consist-
ent evidence for the reconstruction of PMs *-» in nominal stems of the shape *CVCa.
The Old Mansi data shows however that stems of the shape *CVCCas also occurred
in PMs (Gulya 1960: 38-41), cf. e.g. Kg. #nesvma ‘tongue’ < PMs *#ilma (GOV #463),
nwpma ‘meadow’ < PMs *#iarma (GOV #476), myaaa ‘feather’ < PMs *towls (GOV
#624, **towal). As before, lines of evidence can be found that allow indirectly uncover-
ing some instances of PMs *-» after consonant clusters as well. The first of these is the
spirantization of *k, *k* to x, x*,» which takes place in most of Central Mansi (cf. Honti
1999: 40—41). An initial fact to be established is that the change is evidently regular in
the syllable coda: word-finally and as the first member of a consonant cluster (Table 7).

South East West North |Proto-Mansi (GOV) gloss
kolak |KM k*olox| P kulox So. yulay “kiilak (#259) ‘raven’
lik | KM Dx» | Plax~laxv | So.lak *ldk™ (#351) ‘ring’
TCliy KM lix P lex So. lenk *link (#168) ‘wedge’
- KM solx P silx So. sulk *stilk (#815) ‘slush’

TC jikt- KM jixt- | LU LM jixt-| So. jakt- *jikt- (#182) ‘to cut’
-  KOviexsom| P riaxsom | So.rndysam —*nikiam (#444) ‘gills’
oks | KM #oxs P sox™s So. royas *1ioks (#449) ‘sable’
oksar | KM oxsar P oxsor So. oysar *oksar (#679) ‘fox’
takn- | KM tdxn- - So. tayn- *tikn- (#122) ‘to stick (intr.)’
piikni | KM poxon | P piixot So. pukini *piiknti (#496) ‘navel’
- KMol - - D (1787) | e
tokr- | KM toxr- P toxr- So. toyr- *“tokr- (#628) ‘to plug’

Table 7. Examples of coda *k > x in Central Mansi

3. According to the phonetically close transcription of Kannisto, this is also indeed the velar fricative [x] (FUT y),
not the uvular/back-velar fricative [y] (FUT y) that occurs in Northern Mansi and the Lower Konda dialect of Eastern
Mansi as the general reflex of PMs *£ in a back-vocalic environment (cf. Honti 1999: 39).
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The word for ‘navel’ displays an interesting further detail. The Southern and Northern
Mansi evidence shows that the word is a PMs *i-stem, developing regularly to a con-
sonant stem in Central Mansi. The resulting consonant cluster *x7 is however then
further broken apart by epenthetic 2, a process still known to be synchronically active
(cf. Riese 2002, Kulonen 2007: 26).

Central Mansi shows *£ > x also in other words which today have the shape
CVCaC. The precedent of ‘navel’ suggests that these have evolved from PMs stems in
*-kCas, and that here, too, spirantization has taken place specifically in coda position,
already before the loss of PMs word-final *-5 and schwa epenthesis. With this relative
chronology, no additional sound changes need to be assumed to account for the devel-
opment of this word group, contra Honti, who proposes a separate spirantization rule
before s + sonorant. Examples of this stem shape in the available data are not numerous
(Table 8). In two of the three cases, the reconstruction can however be verified by the
Old Mansi evidence.

Dating the spirantization of *k as earlier than the loss of PMs *» can be addi-
tionally supported by the evidence of PMs *CVCa stems. No spirantization of *k
occurs in these: e.g. KM pik™, P pik ‘plug’ < PMs *pik*s (GOV #494); KM P sak ‘pearl’
< PMs *saka (GOV #570). PMs *- can be reconstructed here on the basis of the long
vowels in the Central Mansi reflexes. A similar situation holds also for the PMs *CVnka
stems, for which see below.

Old Mansi | South East West North | PMs(GOV) | gloss

VTur. maxma, tikom KM tixom | P taxom | So.takom *tikmo (#634) ‘louse’

*kiikra (-)

SSo. kichrae | TC kixor KM kéixor| P kiixor | So. kakkor )
(Honti 1999: 41)

‘stomach’

P joxal, . o ‘dried
Ll\/jggxal N joyol | *jokls (#180) ﬁrslfl:,

Table 8. Cases of Proto-Mansi *CVkCs

The examples of PMs *-kCa can be further contrasted also with a second group showing
retained k. Clearly native cases with Khanty or further Uralic cognates are again quite
rare. Honti (1999: 41) only cites P mékom ‘people’, mékar ‘chaff (not attested beyond
Mansi), and proposes retention following a long vowel. A similar development is also
seen in PMs *sZkap- ‘to suffocate (intr.)’ > e.g. KM sikap-, P sikap- (GOV #94), despite
the stem-final obstruent. The correlation observed by Honti seems to be correct, but a
more parsimonious historical explanation is also possible: both the long vowel and the
retained £ can be seen as consequences of the overall stem structure, as both would be
naturally expected in a PMs bisyllabic consonant stem of the shape *CVkaC(-).
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3.2. Proto-Mansi *CVNCa

A second split development of word-medial consonant clusters in Mansi can also be
connected to the absence or presence of word-final *-5. Consonant clusters consisting
of a nasal + homorganic stop or fricative show in Mansi two different reflexes: word-
finally the nasal can be either lost or preserved (Honti 1999: 49—s1). Words showing loss
in one variety are however highly likely to show it also in others. Loss versus retention
should therefore be assumed to reflect a real Proto-Mansi contrast. It is simple to posit
that variable treatment in word-final position is due to original intervocalic versus coda
position: *-NCa > -NC (cf. Table 9) versus *-NC > -C (cf. Table 10). Where available,
this is indeed what the Old Mansi data shows as well. In the case of *7k, word-final
spirantization in Central Mansi further confirms this reconstruction (cf. Section 3.1

above).

Old Mansi South| East West | North | PMs (GOV) gloss
Kg.amba | dmp KU3imp | Pimp | So.amp  *dmps(#33) ‘dog’

- kimp KU kimp| P kimp |So. kamp *kdmpa (#270) ‘hill’
Kg.sowma | lont | KU lont | Plunt | So.lunt | *lunts (#360) ‘goose’
Kg. kanma | kant | KU yont | VS kont | So.yint  *kants(#750) = ‘war, army’
Kg. wanmu | Sins | KUGns | Psans | So.sans | *sanso (#103) ‘knee’

Kg. xoncs | koné - - - *kit1iéo (#299) ‘star’

- —~ | KMoyk | Pogk™ | So.iyy | *anks(#44) ‘resin’

- - KUk | Pjogk | So.epk | ‘ipko(#48) | YOSDES SiSter
SSoangu |TCiyl KM3pk | Pigk | So.agkv| *dgk*s>(#49) = ‘mother’

- tay | KU togy | Ptoy™k | So.togy | *tayks (#145) ‘hoof’

(SoO manzs) | tay | KUtayy @ Pteyk | So.tayy | *tinko (#148) “fin’

- - KU 3nk |Pjankalm LO jank  *janks (#196) ‘swamp’
Kg.anxa | ldy | KUjyk Pk | So.jigk | *jdyks (#197) ‘ice’
Kg. 6anxa | piy KU pink P pink | So.punk | *pinks (#526) ‘tooth’
SoG panga |« - | KMpéepk P péyk | So.pany *pinko(#s27) | ‘fly agaric’

Table 9. Examples of Proto-Mansi *-NCa
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Loss of the nasal to some extent depends also on the specific dialect and specific conso-
nant cluster. Without striving for complete coverage, it can be observed that Northern
Mansi generally retains final mp, nt, yk/yy even in original consonant stems, and it
loses the nasal only in the case of *#5'and *7s < *7i¢, while Central Mansi varieties only
show occasional retained ¢, possibly generalized from the inflectional stem. A number
of the cases seem to have lost the nasal in all reflexes (it can be still identified thanks to
Khanty cognates such as *cond ‘back’, *[indé ‘slobber’, *wird ‘small’, *ndnk ‘larch’); but
given the more variable dialect distribution of nasal loss in other cases, it is likely that
loss has taken place only after the Proto-Mansi stage in these cases as well. One errone-
ous etymological comparison can also be identified: the word for ‘birch bark’, reflected
as e.g. KU 35, P s5¢ (GOV #597), should most likely be reconstructed as *5z52, given the
consistent long vowel reflexes. This cannot then be compared with Khanty *s7¢id., as
suggested already by the mismatch between Mansi *s' (< *¢) and Khanty *¢.

Old Mansi | South East West North | PMs (GOV) gloss
Cd. kyns kop KUyop |« Pkup | So.yump| *kimp (#271)  ‘wave’
- - KU ydit | Pkant | So.yant | *kint(#291) | ‘earwax’
- TC kot | KU yit | P kunt - *kiint (#292) | ‘backpack’
- - KUként | Phket | So.kent | *kint (#751) ‘hat’

VTur. «wus $o8 KU sons | P sus So.sus | *$iins (#104) ‘flea’
- iz KU s75 P sis So. sis *$ins (#105) ‘back’
TM usch o5 KU#as | LUus | So.as | *uns(#688) ‘nelma’
- - KU Jos - So.lus | *lincé(#361) | ‘slobber’
- s KU wis Pis - *wind (#696) | ‘small’

- sitk | KUsdx" | VNsdx | So.sank™ | *sdyk™(#81) ‘hill’
- - KUsdy | Psax | So.sank | *sank (#106) ‘heat’
VTur. wees | stk* | KUsex® | Psex™ | So.seyk™ | *sipk" (#108) ‘fog’
- TCliy | KM/lix | Plex | So.leyk | *ligk (#168) = ‘wedge’
- - KU #ix | P aix - *riink (#432) ‘larch’
VTur. xrwoxs - KU 7ix | VNix | So.nink™ *nink™(#467)| ‘maggot’

Table 10. Examples of Proto-Mansi *-NC
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The development of Central Mansi vowel length in these stem types seems ambiguous.
Zhivlov (2006: 80) suggests on the basis of *amps ‘dog’, *jdyks ‘ice’ that a long vowel
would be regular in PMs *s-stems. However, a fully general rule of vowel lengthen-
ing before *-NCa does not seem to hold. Short or shortened reflexes are common as
well, e.g. in the cases of */iznta ‘goose’, *$inss ‘knee’, *pdnka ‘tooth’, where the *»>-stem
reconstruction is assured by the Old Mansi evidence; compare also PMs *i7# ‘horn’ >
e.g. Kg. anma, KM ¢nt ~ drit, P ot (GOV #52). A few long reflexes in PMs consonant
stems appear as well, in the cases of *ksnt ‘backpack’, *kint ‘hat’, *siyk™ ‘tog’. Southern
Mansi /7y as the reflex of */iyk ‘wedge’ shows additionally the sound change *7k > 7,
more typical for the original stems in *-7ka, and at least this is likely a case of analogical

reshaping.
3.3. Mixed vowel correspondences

As discussed in Section 2, altogether three types of PMs vowel stems have been iden-
tified in earlier research. However, among the modern Mansi varieties, also further
final vowel correspondences can be found, which have so far not been accounted for.
No truly new reflexes appear among these: the correspondences simply mix *4-type,
*I-type and *o-type (zero) reflexes.+ Riese (2001: 125) for example lists a number of exam-
ples suggesting vacillation between *-Z and *-7. This already suggests that much (per-
haps all) of the situation is built on the three basic vowel stem types. “Unexpected”
final vowels can often be simply explained as suffixal. However, phonological solutions
can be still sought as well, by identifying conditional developments aftecting the PMs
stem vowels. Above in Section 2.1 I have already briefly mentioned examples that are
likely to indicate loss of PMs *-2, *- in Central Mansi varieties, seemingly conditioned
by a preceding nasal consonant. In the following I will additionally propose two cases
where secondary developments of PMs *-5 could be contemplated.

One relatively common “mix-up” is a correspondence of Southern Mansi -7
with a Northern Mansi consonant stem (Table 11): the former suggests PMs *-, the
latter PMs *-» or *-C. Central Mansi always shows a consonant stem, which could
continue any of these options. The most plausible hypotheses for a conditional devel-
opment are therefore *-7 > @ in Northern; *-» > -7 in Southern; and suffixation of *-7
in Southern. The one available piece of Old Mansi evidence best points towards the
second of these. An examination of the examples reveals also a potential conditioning
factor: all cases involve a front vowel in the first syllable, followed by a palatal consonant:
*j or *¢. It can be proposed that, in this particular environment, PMs *-2 was colored to
-7 in Southern Mansi instead of being lost. Both parts of the conditioning environment

seem to be necessary, as no similar coloring appears after PMs back vowels: cf. e.g. ko7i¢
‘star’ < PMs *karnics (GOV #299), sgl” ‘duck species’ < PMs *sil5 (GOV #561), waj ~

4. Mixed correspondences with *sp-type reflexes can also be found. I leave these aside in the present study, since it
seems clear that /y/ cannot be assumed to have developed secondarily from an earlier simple vowel, and hence these
cases must go back to either bisyllabic consonantal *Vy-stems or to secondary suffixation.
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VTur. gas ‘fat’ < PMs *wajo (GOV #666). Since Southern Mansi reflects also PMs
*4- and *i-stems as either -2, -¢ or -4, - depending on vowel harmony, it is plausible that
PM:s *s-stems also showed a similar split in front and back allophones before their loss.
It can be hypothesized that only the front allophone would have been further raised to
-7 after palatal consonants.

Old Mansi | South East West | North | PMs (GOV) gloss
- ac KU 3 - LO as *dé (#1) ‘grandfather’
- 713 KU is Pes So. éf 165 (#2) ‘niece’
SSo. naije | ndji | KUnjj | Pnaj | So.ndj | *ndjr(#420) ‘lady’
- naji | KUn3jj | Pnaj | So.ndj @ *ndjs(#421) “fire’

- waji | KUwj | Pwy | So.waj | *wdjs (#665) | ‘sock, stocking’

Table 11. PMs *-5 > -7 in Southern Mansi after front vowel + palatal consonant

Besides basic word stems, the same correspondence further appears also in word deri-
vation. A common adjectival suffix in Mansi is *; Riese (2001: 63) however notes that,
added to monosyllabic CV stems, the suffix surfaces in Southern Mansi indeed as .
This may well suggest that this suffix should be reconstructed as PMs *-j2 instead.

In three words also the “opposite” mixed correspondence can be attested:
Southern consonant stem ~ Northern - (‘breath’, ‘lip’ and ‘clay’ in Table 12). Taken
alone, these examples would not be enough to raise much suspicion of a regular corre-
spondence. However, all of them show PMs short close vowels *7, *« in the first syllable.
These two vowels are never lengthened in Central Mansi, due to which it is difficult to
positively identify any examples of PMs stems of the shape *CiCs, *CuCa. At the same
time, PMs first-syllable *7, *« appear to combine relatively often with *-7, and several
examples moreover either lack a Southern Mansi reflex (‘shape’, ‘roof in boat’, ‘oath’
in Table 12), or could be also derived through my above-suggested rule *-2 > -7 (‘nest’).

Even then, the inner-Mansi sound correspondences alone do not give reason
to suspect that the latter two groups could not be simply PMs *i-stems. To motivate
the above phonological speculation, it should be further noted that most cases of PMs
*i-stems are either clear derivatives, or words of obscure origin in semantic areas typical
for substrate lexicon.s The identifiable PMs *s-stems instead tend to be neutral unde-
rived nominals, often with well-established Uralic etymologies. Native Uralic word
stems of the shape *CiCa, *CuCa thus appear to be a missing part of the known Proto-
Mansi lexicon so far. Words such as ‘breath’, ‘clay’, ‘nest’, ‘lip’ could be promising

s.  E.g.bird names: *¢&iyci ‘sparrow’, *jitri ‘black grouse’, *sdyki ‘a duck species’; geographic terms: *marti ‘mythical
land of birds’, *sdri ‘swampy area’; botanic terms: *¢zri ‘lower’, *mari ‘berry stem’, *7drs7 ‘goat willow’.
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candidates for “discovering” such a group, if a development *-2 > -7 in Northern Mansi
were assumed to have taken place in these vowel combinations. In the absence of a clear
understanding of the Uralic origins of the PMs stem vowel system, however, this train
of thought could still quite likely be in error.

South | East West North | Proto-Mansi (GOV) gloss
lil KO/ |LUVS/I(Plil) So.lil: 2 il (#359) ‘breath’
pitom | KU pitom P pitom So. pitmi| 2 *pitmao (#487) ‘lip’
sowl’” | KU sal’ - So. suli ? *suwl’ (#580) ‘clay’
- KU yor - So. yuri ? *kurs (#312) ‘shape’
- - - So. yuri ? *eurs (#313) ‘roof in boat’
- KO 7ul P riul So. nuli > *thuls (#455) ‘oath’
piti | KU pir’ | P pit7, LUVS pit’| LO piti 2 *pits (#484) ‘nest’

Table 12. PMs *-5 > -7 in Northern Mansi after PMs *Z, *»?

4.  Conclusion

Earlier research has already identified three classes of word-final vowels in Mansi nom-
inal stems: *-4, *-I, *-2, of which the last is challenging to tell apart from original con-
sonant stems. I hope to have shown that further progress can be made regardless when
paying attention to conditional secondary developments in the historical phonology
of the Mansi varieties, and that the “poorer” vowel inventory of non-initial syllables
deserves its share of attention as well. In the future these results can hopefully be fur-
ther incorporated into the bigger picture of Uralic historical phonology.

Abbreviations

For a fuller listing of the known Mansi varieties, see e.g. Honti (1982: 207-214, 1999:
13-14).

Old Mansi

Cd. Cherdin SoO Upper Sosva
Kg. Kungur SSo Southern Sosva
Pel. Pelym region ™ Middle Tavda

SoG Sosva region VTur. Verkhoturye
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Southern Mansi
TC Tavda, village Candyri

Eastern Mansi

KU Lower Konda
KM Middle Konda
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TJ Tavda, village Jany¢kova
KO Upper Konda
Western Mansi

P Pelym Northern Mansi
LM Middle Lozva So. Sosva
LU Lower Lozva LO Upper Lozva

A Southern Vagilsk
VN Northern Vagilsk
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