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Kalaureia and Asine

Berit Wells† 

Introduction

items with symbolism. For my purposes here I will differentiate between depositions 

century BC deposits are all associated with cult. What these depositions have in common 
is the total absence of what perhaps most readily comes to mind when cult deposits are 

with their contents that make them special.

Kalaureia

at Kalaureia on the island of Poros had attracted little scholarly attention but for a one-

up in a tradition where architecture was at the core of sanctuary studies. When the 

The Sanctuary of Poseidon is located on a saddle at 190 masl in the center of the 

who was persecuted by the Macedonians after their take-over of Athens. Demosthenes 
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peripheral location on an island.1 Poseidon’s sanctuary at Kalaureia was also the seat 

2  In 1894 Samuel 

Gabriel Welter studied the architecture (published in 1941).3 The obvious reason for the 

Greek sanctuary in its widest sense, i.e. how those who lived there (provided asylum 

4 

1

2003, 30 n. 10.
2

238–239.
3

4

Penttinen.

Berit Wells
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The Kalaureia deposits I shall discuss here are in the three pits cut into bedrock 
5 They were 

6 The pits are situated in close 

8.3 and Plate 8.3). 

century BC.7

Plate 8.2.

5

6 Opuscula Atheniensia: Wells et al. 
2005 and 2006–2007.
7 Wells et al. 

New Beginnings? Preparations of Renewal of Cult at Kalaureia and Asine
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8 and the pits 
described below. The pits were obviously created at the same point in time, and the 
circumstances of the depositions in them were, I believe, the same. They are clearly 

9 However, they are 

vessels only.10

11 

For the plan in color, see Plate 8.3. E. Savini.

8

9 Wells et al. 2006–2007, 68.
10 Wells et al. 2006–2007, 64, 68.
11

Berit Wells
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12

Plate 8.4). We are in the lucky position to be able to reconstruct in detail the series of 
events which led up to its construction.  

The earliest evidence of interference with the landscape in the area was probably 

13

depositional histories for them. The abraded bones were part and parcel of the soils used 

of Feature 07. They had in all likelihood been consciously deposited at the moment of 
14

15

accumulation was intact.16

I was cleared away, collected and then redeposited in pits, the Features 07, 08 and 09 as 

circumstances cannot be coincidental. The various steps had been carefully calculated 

12 Wells et al. 2006–2007, 56.
13 Wells et al. 2006–2007, 68.
14 Mylona in Wells et al. 2006–2007, 57, 69.
15 Wells et al. 2006–2007, 55, 68.
16

Berit Wells
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and consumption17 but they come from 

to have been transported to Kalaureia 
across the Saronic Gulf.18 I should say a 

to the sanctuary of Kalaureia. The 
Dipylon amphorae, both those produced 
probably by the master himself or at 

spectrum.19 
It is noteworthy that of the 

theoretically also have been a 

the diameter of the belly of one of the amphorae can be estimated as c. 70 centimeters 
and its neck is 40.0 cm tall.20

Coldstream, was developed by the Dipylon Master for his vast funerary vases,21 and the 

smaller counterparts which may have been manufactured in Athens as well.22

17

18 Cf. Wells et al. 2005, 182.
19

20

21 Coldstream 1968, 36 and pls. 6 and 7.
22

New Beginnings? Preparations of Renewal of Cult at Kalaureia and Asine



144

below the interconnections, a hallmark of the Hirschfeld Painter and his workshop, and 

common there than in the Dipylon workshop.23

employed. The comparative severity of the decoration points to the Dipylon workshop 
in LG Ib.24 

25 26 I will show below that at 
Asine they were found in the deposit discovered south of the remains of the early cult 

terminus post quem for the 
27

23

24

25 Courbin 1966, 129–130, pls. 100–104.
26

27 Wells et al. 2005, 155, 159.
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terminus post quem for 
the date of this event in 
the ceramic phase LG Ia 
or just before the middle 

Certainly in the ceramic 

was in use and continued 
to be so until the end of 
the phase. In absolute 
years this takes us down to 

28

29 

this particular part of the sanctuary.30

been complete vessels at the time, a reminder of the past of which people probably never 

the result of a conscious manipulation of the past to restructure the present.31

display and conspicuous consumption.32

vessels, as I will show below, and in this respect Kalaureia resembles Asine.33

decorated, oversized vessels. Here I have also associated this activity, which I wish to 

case study.

28 Wells et al. 2005, 159, 182.
29

30

31 Wells et al. 2006–2007, 70–71.
32 Wells et al. 2005, 182.
33 Wells et al. 2006–2007, 71.
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Asine

dominates the inner and narrower part of the bay.

from the Asine Archive at Uppsala University.

Berit Wells
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34

35

illustrated,36

37

the architectural survey, was never studied and published due to some unfortunate 

whereas it was prevented in 1924 by the political situation in Greece.38 Apparently this 

Uppsala University.

34 Frödin and Persson 1938, 146–151.
35

36

37

house on the acropolis.
38 Frödin and Persson 1938, 12.
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39

for publication remained in the Nauplion Museum. The present day state of affairs is, 

University (where the entire sherd collection ended up and now forms the bulk of the 

the newly born Greek state assembled, and then moved to the old medrese, the present 
storerooms.

The Architectural Remains
The ancient remains on the Top Terrace of the Barbouna Hill cannot, however, be 

have remained totally unnoticed since the 1920s. They consist of the foundations of 

positioned on the terrace, and, to the west of it, the curved wall B, and to its south, 

Classical. Manifestly therefore, the Top Terrace attracted people before Geometric times, 

the assortment of post-Geometric pottery demonstrated that whatever activities took 

presence of the most of the later material can most likely be associated with the use of 

39

Berit Wells
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there was a predecessor to the west of the temple.

to its south (C) served as a terrace wall. This probably meant that the area on the top of 
the hill was considerably smaller at this earlier point in time and was felt to be too small 

New Beginnings? Preparations of Renewal of Cult at Kalaureia and Asine
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found. It has been 

to Apollo Pythaios 
mentioned by Pausanias 
in 2.36.5 and was dated 

seventh century BC.40 

The Finds
At this point a formidable 

must be introduced, 
namely the so-called 

accumulation of pottery 
which as such has a 
role in my analysis of 
date and function of the 
apsidal structure under 
discussion. The deposit 
was mentioned in 

end of the east-west 

accumulation of sherds 
41

be ascertained. What can be speculated, however, is the role the material may have had in 

The vessels in the deposition are spectacular, indeed, but almost all of them in such 

40

41

Berit Wells
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Nauplion today, and as already noted, complies with the evidence, now stored in Uppsala, 

Nauplion and the other in Uppsala, is similar, and sherds from one and the same vessel are 

of the deposit, but must be considered as intrusive, and the presence of the Mycenaean 
sherds are in fact witnesses to activities on the terrace before Late Geometric times, and 

resettled in the early Hellenistic period.42 

43

deposition. There is also a small number of vases manufactured at Corinth, such as the 

class of pottery.44

42

and n. 26.
43 
44
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45 
The whole deposit can, therefore, be 

GR 2a and b which in Coldstream’s 

early LG II.46 We should note that 

one miniature, which may be an 
intrusion as are undoubtedly some 
earlier and some later pottery sherds. 
I, therefore, believe that we can be 

type in the phases represented on 
the terrace are coupled with an even 

Interpretation and Conclusions

physical boundedness of the Barbouna Hill: walls were erected to demarcate the 
boundaries for special-purpose locations and these walls were, therefore, invested with 

47 As 

45 Courbin 1966, 563–564.
46

47

Berit Wells
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economic or spiritual transformations in the society must have been at work. In the 

or without their contents. In the case of Kalaureia we know that at some point one of the 
48

kraters could not possibly have been intended as receptacles only but must have served 

be seen and duly admired, not hidden away in dark corners.49

50

symposion in 
which the aristocracy of the period assembled as a political and military body, as rulers of 
the community. Symposion was a cohesive force in early Greek society.51 In this society 

temenos. 

48 Wells 2011, 220 and n. 8.
49

87–89.
50 Cf. Cook 1953, 39 for the votives from the Agamemnoneion.

Pantel and Murray. 
51 Murray 1983, 195–200.
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Rooms,’ in O. Murray (ed.), Sympotica: a Symposium on the Symposion
1990, 37–65. 

The North Cemetery 

Greek Geometric Pottery. A Survey of Ten Local 
Styles and Their Chronology, London 1968.

Agamemnoneion’, BSA 48 
(1953) 30–68. 

Courbin 1966 = P. Courbin, La céramique géométrique de l’Argolide (BEFAR 208), Paris 
1966.

Frödin and Persson 1938 = O. Frödin and A.W. Persson, Asine. The Results of the Swedish 
Excavations, 1922–1930, Stockholm 1938.

(eds.), An Inventory of Archaic and Classical Poleis
620–623.

AJA 70 (1966) 113–121.
Kourou 2002 = N. Kourou, Corpus Vasorum Antiquorum: Athens National Museum 5. 

Attic and Atticizing Amphorae of the Protogeometric and Geometric Periods 

Artifact and Assemblage. The 
Finds from a Regional Survey of the Southern Argolid, Greece I: The Prehistoric 
and Early Iron Age Pottery and Lithic Artifacts, Stanford 1995, 57–73.

The Greek Renaissance of the Eighth Century B.C.: Tradition and Innovation. 

o 30), Stockholm 1983, 195–199.
Murray 1990 = O. Murray (ed.), Sympotica. A Symposium on the Symposion

1990.
Mylonopoulos 2003 = I. Mylonopoulos, Heiligtümer und Kulte des Poseidon auf der 

Peloponnes
Pakkanen 2008 = P. Pakkanen, ’From Polis to Borders. Demarcation of Social and Ritual 

Space in the Sanctuary of Poseidon at Kalaureia, Greece’, Temenos. Nordic 
Journal of Comparative Religion 44 (2008) 13–34.

Greek Building Projects.
 OpAth 

21 (1996) 149–167.

Sanctuaries. New Approaches, London 1993, 62–87.

Greek Sanctuaries. New Approaches, London and New York 1993, 
88–109.
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Tausend 1992 = K. Tausend, Amphiktyonie und Symmachie. Formen zwischenstaatlicher 
Beziehungen im archaischen Griechenland
1992.

OpAth 14 (1982) 
119–128.

Mazarakis Ainian, A. (ed.), The ‘Dark Ages’ Revisited. Acts of an International 
Symposium in Memory of William D.E. Coulson, University of Thessaly, Volos, 
14–17 June 2007, Volos 2011, 211–220.

of Poseidon on Kalaureia, 1997–2001’, OpAth 28 (2003) 29–87.

OpAth 30 (2005) 127–215.

OpAth 31–32 (2006–2007) 31–129.
Welter 1941 = G. Welter, Troizen und Kalaureia, Berlin 1941.

The Archaeology of Ancient Greece

AM 19 (1894) 248–282.
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