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at the Artemision of Ephesos

Gudrun Klebinder-Gauß

Introduction

by the worshippers.1 In that period, the architectural appearance of these sanctuaries was 

important – albeit not always easily accessible – sources of information on the cult 

2 In this article I present 

Archaic Artemision at Ephesos, followed by a discussion of this sanctuary as a special 

character of the cult and the honoured deity.3

terminus 
ante quem for their deposition to around 575–570 BC.4 This dipteros covered several small 
structures from the early Archaic period that, until then, had been in use simultaneously 
or successively.5

1

ThesCRA 
ThesCRA 

NPauly 12.2 (2002) s.v. Votivkult (Haase) 345. This seems not very useful, however, as it usually 

2

al. in ThesCRA
3 I will mainly use the results of my own research on the bronzes from this site but, as far as they are available, 

4 
5

see also Weißl 2002.
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prove their function as cult-places. There are two particularly important areas, each of 

6 The 

7 this is 

as patron of the sanctuary from the time of the erection of the Archaic marble dipteros. At 

deities who were worshipped simultaneously at the several small areas for cult.8

Most of the small artefacts discovered in the early Archaic Artemision can be interpreted 

9 For some, it is possible to ascribe use as a 

10 
11 and a hemispherical object with a lead 

12 
13 The same 

is true for the numerous representations of birds of prey, which in the Artemision appear 

and pendants. This points to a close connection between birds of prey and the honoured 

6 For the architecture of the peripteros and its period of use, see most recently Weißl 2002, 321–327 with further 

7 
8 
9 R. Parker in ThesCRA 
in a sacred place’.
10

11 ibid
ThesCRA 2004, 302–303.

12

13
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Kubaba and later of Kybele.14

Usually the type of an object does not immediately indicate its function as a votive 

jewellery,15 toiletry,16 arrowheads,17 18 19 as well as clay loom 
20 Very simple artefacts of minor value, like humble wood 

21

cannot be answered.22

numbers at a sanctuary were most often not intended for personal use but were purchased 
by the donor to be dedicated.23 The same would be true for miniatures or oversize models, 

24 In addition, some objects 

25 The inventory 
lists of the fourth century from the sanctuary of Artemis Brauronia demonstrate that also 

likewise not new.26

instruments could be played at celebrations, vessels used for libations or cultic meals, and 
wreaths worn at the sanctuary feasts.27 Furthermore, these objects could also have been 

14 Bühler and Pülz 2008, 173–174 and Simon 1986, 37–38.
15

16 Klebinder-Gauß 2007, 169–170 nos. 886–888, pls. 85–86.
17 Klebinder-Gauß 2007, 171–175 nos. 890–897, pls. 86, 119.
18 Klebinder–Gauß 2007, 175 nos. 898–899, pl. 87.
19 Seipel 2008, 184 no. 161.
20

21

pine-cones and their imitations in clay found in the Heraion at Samos.
22 

ThesCRA 2004, 276.
23

24

ThesCRA 2004, 316.
25

26 Romano 1988, 131–132.
27 ThesCRA 2004, 281.
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28

of the above type in the other.29

Observations of this kind can also be drawn from the solid bronze belts which have been 
discovered in the Artemision in considerable numbers:30 a similar belt adorns one of the 

31 If this belt is – as one can assume 
with some certainty – a decorative element that was passed on over several centuries,32 
one may conclude that at least some of the Archaic bronze belts found were not merely 

33

sources or depictions are hardly available to provide us with information about the cult. 

to Apollo as a tithe.34

28

29

30 Klebinder-Gauß 2007, 93–108 nos. 710–759, pls. 43–53, 108–109.
31

32 See below p. 116.
33

34

ThesCRA
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a certain votive type and a certain deity.35 It seems, however, that votive traditions were 
36 thus, for an 

traditions at the Geometric and early Archaic sanctuaries.

of the cult at a sanctuary.
First of all, the interpretation of objects discovered at a sanctuary depends on 

37

there forever,38 39

and power of the community as well.40 This was surely a reason for a sanctuary to be 

41

perfectly conceivable that already in the early Archaic period the community’s opinion on 

35 See Van Straten 1981, 69–77 and R. Parker in ThesCRA 2004, 271–278 with a representative selection of 

36 ThesCRA 2004, 316–
318.
37

in the Artemision of Ephesos, see Pülz 2009, 202–206.
38

ThesCRA 2004, 281.
39

40 ThesCRA

41
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of the community probably also played an important role in the individual’s need for 
security as well as the overall stability of the society.42

contact with the worshipped deity, to establish and to keep up a relationship with him or 
her.43 Numerous votive inscriptions and other written sources show that with the donation 

received favours.44

adulthood or retirement for men.45 46 as a 
47

had obtained with the deity’s assistance.48 Votive inscriptions clearly demonstrate that the 

49 In this way a continuous cycle of 
50 The unconcealed 

42

43 ThesCRA
44 ThesCRA 2004, 

45 ThesCRA 2004, 279.
46 ThesCRA 2004, 276.
47 ThesCRA 2004, 276.
48 ThesCRA

ThesCRA 2004, 308.
49

50

ThesCRA
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votive traditions.51

52

53

54 

55 demonstrates 
very well that the donor did not literally have to offer a certain share of the yield, but rather 

connection with the particular yield.56

57

The choice of a donation could be determined by the donor’s wish to represent 

by female donors as these objects are usually associated with women. Craftsmen could 

51

52

53

54 See also Van Straten 1981, 80–104.
55 See above note 34.
56 For this see also R. Parker in ThesCRA ThesCRA

57

ThesCRA
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offer a product of their own work.58

were usually connected with an aristocratic life-style.59

Ephesos.60

61 However, the shape 

62

life.63

an attribute of the deity, such as birds of prey in the case of the Artemision, or perhaps 

or warfare.64

rulers over the animals.65

66 and weapons to a deity closely 
67

68 Special types of vessels, like the round-bottomed bronze bowls 

58 Van Straten 1981, 92–96.
59

ThesCRA

60 Hdt. 1.92.
61

62 ThesCRA 2004, 311–313.
63 Mitsopoulos-Leon 2006, 90–92 for a bronze scarab found in the sanctuary of Artemis at Lousoi.
64

65 Bol 1976, 35.
66

belts, see pp. 106–108 and here below p. 116.
67

68 ThesCRA
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meals.69

sanctuary.

Some Observations on Finds from the Artemision of Ephesos

70 

imports are relatively rare.71 The number of other kinds of bronzes is small in comparison 

only rarely found. No weapons occurred aside from some arrowheads, and tools like 

in the Artemision and those from other sites in Ionia and beyond makes clear that in the 

protomes and omphalos bowls. It seems that at that time most shapes were considered 

72 But it is also possible to detect special 

69

Boardman in ThesCRA 2004, 281, 305–308.
70 The ca. 5,000 bronzes studied in Klebinder-Gauß 2007 are of course just a part of the real number of bronzes 

represented.
71 For imported bronzes in the Ephesian Artemision, see Klebinder-Gauß 2007, 205–212.
72

194–197.
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73

74 Later written sources emphasize the importance 
of dress and adornment in the cult of the Ephesian Artemis and support this interpretation: 

75 Another inscription describes a festival called 
Daitis

jewellery – also participated in this procession.76

and jewellery, was a widespread tradition in ancient Greece.77 The related practices in the 

78 Belts 

dedications of belts mainly refer to female deities and to women who offered their belts 

even be traced in Christianity.79

Ephesia is depicted with a belt that includes elements of this type:80 since belts of this type 
were not produced after the seventh century, it must be concluded that the artist of the 
Roman statue reproduced one of these belts, based either upon actually preserved ones 

81

73

74

75

76

77

78

79 Klebinder-Gauß 2007, 106–108 with further references.
80 See above p. 110 and note 31.
81 See R. Parker in ThesCRA
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82 

sanctuary.83

84

a certain dominance of female elements in the early Archaic cult of the Artemision can 

is also underscored by the fact that objects usually connected with the male sphere, such 

obviously were not matters of prime interest in the cult of this sanctuary. However, it can 

deities, as it is also found in sanctuaries of male deities or can bear votive inscriptions 
85

Summary

Rather, it is more informative and useful to analyse the main focal points within the 

of the nature of the cult.

in the female sphere. This indicates that already in the late Geometric and early Archaic 
period the deity worshipped at the sanctuary was female, despite the fact that the analysis 

picture of the bronzes found in the early Archaic Artemision parallels nicely what we know 

82 Klebinder-Gauß 2007, 200 and nn. 1387–1391 with further references.
83

84

85 ThesCRA 2004, 296.
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