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Introduction

Petra Pakkanen and Susanne Bocher

Topic: Questions and Themes

This volume is based on the workshop 
Deposits

The study of early Greek cult practice involves a number of important themes in 

specialisation of cult practice, locality and spatiality of sanctuary sites, and the social 

early cult is primarily based on material evidence without direct links to written testimonies 

bothroi

It is possible to discern trends in the study of early Greek cult practice. First, the 

reasons, others lean more heavily towards interpretative presumptions. They work as 
interpretative tools which have become operational in discourses of the early cult practice. 
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Any reconstruction of ritual depends heavily on the analysis of traces and patterns in the 

a priori

become an indicator of the cultic nature of it. Melissa Vetter’s article in this volume tackles 

Cult and Material: 
Tradition, Theory and Materiality, presents articles with more theoretically oriented 

a wider conceptual scheme which accommodates several of the research traditions in 

sanctuaries and especially in Olympia, she analyses how these layers can be interpreted 

The second part in this volume is titled Time and Material: Perspectives of Early 
Cult

opposites of private/domestic and communal/public has resulted in certain interpretative 

Petra Pakkanen and Susanne Bocher
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levels of ritual action are related to the former two concepts which are widely accepted 

votives where deposited as an indication of social interaction that could have taken place 
in cultic space. In her contribution Gudrun Klebinder-Gauß elaborates the role and nature 

contemporary Ionian and West Anatolian sphere. She emphasises the fruitfulness of an 
analysis of the main focal points within the complete spectrum of votives in a deposit or 

titled New beginnings? Preparations for Renewal of Cult at Kalaureia and Asine. Its 

Discussions: Questions and Answers

or unanswered themes were taken up on the basis of the talks. The presentation below is 
selective, and the intention is to provide the reader with a summary of the issues discussed 

each presentation.  
Johannes Siapkas

Religionswissenschaft

Introduction
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maintained that there is a need for primary publications of material, and that interpretations 

often itself dependent on interpretation.
Petra Pakkanen

Bell’s study (1992) – is conceptually very different from mere ritual. Ritualisation is 

The problem of where to draw a line between the sacred and profane was raised, 
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remembered that ritual deposits often do not include ritual waste. It was pointed out that 

Susanne Bocher

this merits reconsideration. Temple inventories often list broken objects in addition to the 

the modern and ancient times: brokenness did not necessarily render certain objects less 

Melissa Vetters’ talk initiated a discussion about the validity of differentiations 

communal and private rituals and cults due to the problematic implications of the older 

it was asked whether we really need a distinction between private and communal cults 

Introduction
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scale. Thus, domestic rituals are broader in their scope of activities than mere private 
rituals.

The discussion evolved to how we observe traces of elite ritual behaviour in the 

the rest of the community by its behaviour and manners of social and ritual interaction, 

ritual behaviour is simply elite ritual behaviour and that private should be characterised 

Lena Sjögren’s presentation led to a discussion about the nature of communal 
acts particularly in contrast to private ones. The participants asked what the variables for 

at once could determine the communal aspect of this ritual activity. A communal feast, 

have, therefore, facilitated social interaction. It was reminded that we should be careful, 

Petra Pakkanen and Susanne Bocher
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per se and the motivation behind it since the motivation 

to materialise. 
Gudrun Klebinder-Gauß

anathema
 

elitist wealth at Ephesos. 
temenos at Ephesos, like at 

within a sanctuary or its vicinity trenches are opened. Particularly in the earlier studies 

cults and deities worshipped at the sanctuary of Ephesos in addition to Artemis herself. 
Klebinder-Gauß noted that in its character Ephesos was more oriented towards inland, 

and this comes clearly across in the material found at the sanctuary.
Berit Wells’s paper was followed by a discussion of the continuity of cultic activity 

of the continuity of cult on the basis of the remains of some Late Helladic III sherds 
associated with the Geometric objects. Wells pointed out the continuity of activities, but 

Attic amphorae it should be remembered that these were movable objects, a fact which 

cultic function of an area. 

the Kalaureian vessels renders their role as foundation depositions suspect: one would 

and the fact that they were not randomly scattered around at the site.

Introduction
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Berit Wells passed away less than ten months after the workshop at Olympia, but 

we dedicate this book to her memory.

List of Participants and Papers at the Workshop

Participants:
Rebecca Ammerman (US)
Susanne Bocher (Germany)
Walter Gauß (Austria)
Gudrun Klebinder-Gauß (Austria)

Wolf-Dietrich Niemeier (Germany)
Petra Pakkanen (Finland)
Oliver Pilz (Germany)
Reinhard Senff (Germany)

Melissa Vetters (Germany)
Berit Wells (Sweden)

Papers:
Susanne Bocher Black Strata’ in 

Gudrun Klebinder-Gauß: The Interpretation of Votives from Cult Deposits in the 
Archaic Artemision of Ephesos
Christos Liangouras: A First Approach on the Cult of Demeter Chamyne in Olympia and 
Its Cult Deposits

Nagel
Plain Deposit from Ancient Stratos
Wolf-Dietrich Niemeier
Oliver Pilz

Petra Pakkanen
Siapkas

Lena Sjögren
Deposits
Melissa Vetters: Private and Communal Ritual in the Mycenaean Post-Palatial Period – a 
Case Study from Tiryns
Berit Wells
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