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Introduction and Acknowledgements

Bjorn Forsén and G.R. Stanton

Introduction

Since the large-scale excavations done on the Pnyx in the 1930s there has been no
excavation activity in this area. The excavations of the 1930s, conducted by H.A.
Thompson, first in collaboration with K. Kourouniotes and later with R.L. Scranton,
were published in an exemplary way.! The conclusions drawn in these publications were
mostly accepted, although details were criticised by both W.B. Dinsmoor and W.A.
McDonald.2 However, some questions seemed to be left unsolved — for instance, how
Pnyx III was to be dated. In the first report of the excavations it was dated to the
Hadrianic period,3 a date that later was changed to the 4th century B.C. In connection
with the re-dating of Pnyx III to the 4th century B.C. Thompson and Scranton, however,
wrote “A final decision should be deferred until the stratification behind the great retaining
wall can be re-examined and the masonry of the various walls compared more closely on
the spot.”4

For a long time after the reports of the excavations in the 1930s had been published
little research was done concerning the Pnyx. Many of the finds from the excavations
were published during the 1940s and the 1950s,5 without changing any of the broad
conclusions drawn in the excavation reports. However, during the last twenty years
discussion concerning different aspects of the Pnyx has grown steadily. Therefore it
seemed justified to organise an international colloquium concerning the Pnyx, where new
ideas could be presented and the relevant issues Jiscussed.

Published discussion during the last twenty years has mainly been concerned with the
following questions: 1) How many Athenians could be accommodated in the three
different phases of the assembly place? 2) Were the Athenians in the assembly place
divided into tribes or not? 3) How should the three building phases of the assembly place
be reconstructed and dated? 4) Could the Panathenaic Stadium have been situated on the
Pnyx?

All these questions were discussed again during the Pnyx colloquium of 1994, and
new arguments were put forward. In this volume the papers delivered to the colloquium
are printed after additions and changes have been made to them as a result of the
discussion during the colloquium and the comments provided by the readers of the
papers. S.I. Rotroff’s and J. McK. Camp’s full-scale discussion of the dating of Pnyx
II1, in which they finally carry out what Thompson and Scranton had asked for in 1943,
i.e., a careful re-examination of the stratigraphy and the finds from behind the great

Kourouniotes and Thompson (1932); Thompson (1936); Thompson and Scranton (1943).
Dinsmoor (1933); cf. answer by Kourouniotes and Thompson (1933); McDonald (1943).
Kourouniotes and Thompson (1932), 180-192.

Thompson and Scranton (1943), 297-301; quotation from 299.

Davidson and Thompson (1943); Philippaki, Edwards and Grace (1956).
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retaining wall and a presentation of exact parallels to the masonry of the wall, will be
published separately in Hesperia. However, their separate papers in this volume do
include some treatment of these topics.

Discussion at the colloquium, both in the lecture hall and on the site, traversed all
stages of the Pnyx. Were there in fact three stages, or does the trimming of the living rock
in the auditorium belong to a single operation? Was the same technique for quarrying
stone employed over a period of 150-200 years? Where were the inscriptions of the fifth
century B.C. discovered? Do the steps in the western scarp belong to Pnyx II or Pnyx
III? Was admission to the assembly place controlled, and if so, how? What organisation
was imposed on the assembly place by such features as ‘the presiding tribe’? What was
the maximum attendance for various stages of the auditorium? What conclusions should
be drawn about the Roman pottery found in the major excavations of the arena? What are
the characteristic features of the retaining wall? Is a floor sloping down from the rear of
the auditorium feasible? How was the auditorium reused for religious purposes? How
does the date of the sanctuary of Zeus Hypsistos correlate with the stages of the Pnyx?
Were the so-called East and West Foundations embankments for spectators rather than
unfinished stoas? What can be concluded about the walls that cross the Hill of the Pnyx?

Some matters which were not directly brought up by any of the speakers, but
nevertheless were the subject of lively discussion during the colloquium, e.g. the stone
quarrying on the Pnyx and the question of whether the auditorium that Thompson
designated Period I ever existed, are unfortunately reduced to short comments in some
footnotes of this volume. Similarly we regret that A. Ajootian at a late stage had to
withdraw her paper “Sculptors and Sculpture on the Pnyx”. D. Peppas Delmousou’s
paper was unfortunately received at such a late stage that it was no longer possible to
obtain readers’ comments nor to illustrate it.

All students owe a debt to Homer A. Thompson for the fundamental excavations in the
1930s of the Pnyx arena and of the terrace above the auditorium, for the remarkable
perspicuity of his reporting of the excavations (how often with the reports of other
archacologists do we wonder precisely what they mean?), and for his continuing interest
in the problems of this intriguing site. Even now, sixty-five years after he began
excavating there, his mind is active on the question of the movement of the Altar above
the bema to the Agora. The precision with which the Altar stood on the eastward
extension of the axis of the New Bouleuterion/Metroon complex is characteristic of the
early Roman period and the Altar was fitted as close to the complex as a busy north-south
road would allow. Professor Thompson would assume that in its new position the Altar
was intended to serve Zeus, who was of course already worshipped in the Bouleuterion
as Zeus Boulaios. As he says, a god of oratory was as relevant to the Boule as to the
Pnyx, and the change in location was consonant with the reversal in relative power of
Demos and Boule between the fourth century B.C. and the Julio-Claudian period.

The speakers and discussants at the colloquium could not agree on all questions put
forward, a fact which is also reflected in the papers in this volume. We hope, however,
that this open disagreement might lead to new ideas and research. Some of the questions
might never be settled, but others could probably be answered by small-scale excavations
and clearing operations on the Pnyx. We hope that the colloquium and this publication of
the proceedings will encourage someone to carry out such projects in the near future.
Until then, we hope that this volume will offer a useful synthesis of the current strands of
research regarding the Pnyx and constitute a more up-to-date basic work on the Pnyx than
the nowadays partly out-of-date discussion in the excavation reports of the 1930s and
1940s.
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